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Lawmakers See Their 
Legislation Save a Life 
PO Lindsay Praises County Workers Who Used AED to Save Heart Attack Victim  

 
HAUPPAUGE, NY, August 9 2010 – Suffolk County Legislature Presiding Officer William J. Lindsay today 
praised the county workers who rushed to the rescue of a fellow county worker who suffered a heart attack at last 
Tuesday’s Suffolk County Legislature meeting, and pointed out that the location of a defibrillator in the 
Legislative building played a critical role in saving the man’s life. 
 PO Lindsay said Legislator Lynne Nowick’s Aide Greg Moran, John J. Foley Skilled Nursing Facility 
nurses Ann Hooker and Madeline Lizzol and Deputy Sheriffs Elizabeth Von Hassel and Karen Keller all played 
critical roles in saving the life of the man, also a John J. Foley employee. In fact, the man had a heart attack while 
testimony was being heard on the possible closure of the nursing home, and he was scheduled to be the very next 
speaker in that hearing. 
 “Swift action by these good Samaritans and the location of a defibrillator in the Legislative building saved 
this man’s life,” said PO Lindsay. “I want to personally thank all of the people who played a role in saving this 
life, including the crew from the Smithtown Ambulance who arrived quickly and transported the gentlemen to the 
hospital.” 
 “Anyone with CPR knowledge would have done the same thing,” said Ms. Lizzol. “I work with Pete (the 
man who had the heart attack) every day and he’s been working on his statement for days. We’ve all been under a 
lot of stress. The threat to our jobs has been difficult. We’re at the eleventh hour. With the hiring of cops and 
early retirement being offered if the Legislature closes the nursing home, it’s blackmail. We’re being held 
hostage. You don’t know how much it’s affecting you until you see something like what happened to Pete. 
 “I didn’t know what I’d done until Pete’s daughter hugged me and said ‘Thanks for saving my dad.’ 
That’s what we do every day at Foley, we help people.” 
 Automatic external defibrillators (AEDs) are simple-to-use lifesaving devices that treat cardiac 
arrhythmias and the increasing number of AEDs in the county will save lives, PO Lindsay said. 
 PO Lindsay has been the county’s foremost advocate for increasing the number of AEDs in Suffolk 
County and providing better and quicker access to information about where they are located. In fact, the reason 



there was an AED in the William H. Rogers County Legislature building in Hauppauge was because PO Lindsay 
in 2007 gained passage of legislation providing funding to install AEDs in county buildings.  
 PO Lindsay has also provided funding for the installations of AEDs along Main Street in Sayville and 
partnered with the Sayville Community Ambulance to provide training for the businessmen that agreed to have 
the machines in their stores. “Providing AEDs in these busy, high-traffic downtown areas will save a life one day, 
just like the AED in the Legislature building did,” said PO Lindsay. 
 PO Lindsay also earned passage of legislation requiring the county’s Department of Information 
Technology to perform a feasibility study of creating a smart phone application allowing the phone user to locate 
the nearest AED quickly. PO Lindsay received that report last week and it is being studied.  
 PO Lindsay also earned passage of a law directing the Department of Health Services to make its list of 
AED locations available to 911 dispatchers. In a case of cardiac arrest, seconds can mean the difference between 
life and death and if an AED is located nearby, a 911 dispatcher could inform a caller during an emergency and 
that AED could be used quickly, sometimes well in advance of the arrival of an ambulance crew. 
 Finally, PO Lindsay earned passage of legislation directing the Department of Health Services to create 
signs announcing the location of AEDs so that the public will always know when there is an AED nearby. 
 “I would once again like to commend all the individuals who helped save a life at the County Legislature 
last Tuesday,” said PO Lindsay. “In the end, it always comes down to good people doing good deeds to help their 
friends and neighbors.” 
 


